Htlle change in
night about 4 degrees.
for iwenty

Tempernture 3
Highesi. 35,

ending 2 pm.:

WEATHER.
Partiv overcas! tfonizghi and tomorrow:
temperaiure;

loweai

-four Thours
at 4:20 pun.
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OF DELEGATE
ORD. C. IS URGED

Witnesses Contend Residents
Entitled to Some Tangible
«  Part in Own Government.

SENATOR POINDEXTER
IS FIRST TO BE HEARD

Tells Senate Judiciary Subcommit-
tee Plan Does Not Conflict With
Constitutional Amendment Idea.

The need of granting to the

people of the District some tangi- vision was attacked boldly on the tion on submarine warfare was

ble part in their own government
was voiced strongly today by wit-

nesses appearing before the sub-l

committec of the

Senate District committee m sup-
port oi the Chamberlain consti-
tutional amendment. providing for
the election of senators, represen-
tatives and members of the elec-
toral college, and the Poindexter

i1l. which would give the District

delegate in the House.

Senator Poindexter of Washington,
suthor of the delegate bill: former
Senator Blair of New Hampshire and
Roy C. Claflin, chairman of the Dis-
rict Delegate Assoclation, were heard.
Senator Poindexter and the repre-
sentatives of the District Delegate As-
sociation declared themselves in favor
of the Chamberlain constitutional
smendment as well as of the delegate
bill. They urged, however, the need
of enacting the delegate bill into Jaw,
since this could be done by Uongress
without reference to the country for
ratification and would give to the peo-
ple of the District a voice in the House
at an early date.

on judiciary

Delegate Could Give Aid.

It was asserted also by the advocates
of the delegate bill that the very fact
that the District had a delzgate in the
House, empowered to speak in ita iIn-
terests, would aid greatly in the final
adoption of the constitutional amend-
ment proposed to give the Diatrict the
right to take part in national elections
and legislation.

Mr. Claflin said in this connection:

“If we, the citizens of the Distriet,
had a delegate in the House now, he
could put into the record matter at-
tacking the Borland provision adding
an hour to the workday of govern-
ment einployes in Washington. At pres-
ent we must rely upon some member of
the House from outside the District to
attack the Borland plan.”

The first witness today was Senator
Fcindexter. who explained the pro-
visions of the delegate bill. He said
the need for a delegate in Congress and
for the franchise for residents of the
District was so obvious that there was
little cause for argument along that
line. He Baid he had listened to the
argument of Theodore W. Noves, in
support of the Chamberlain constitu-
tional amendment, with great interest
at the last meeting of the committee.

Disclaims Any Conflict.

“1 wish to disclaim any conflict be-
tween this delegate bill and the con-
stitutional amendment which Mr. Noves
advocated,” said Senator Poindexter.
“l am not opposing that resolution.”

He called attention to the fact that
such a resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution must bes
adopted by a two-thirds vote in both
tine Henate and the House, and t
must be ratified by three-rourthuh.;:;
;he states before it can become effec-
ive,

e suggested that it mi <

ght tak

many years. a generation, 10 get suvr:
an amendment to the Constitution, and
Baid that for that reason he believed it
was particularly necessary tc enact the
District delegate bill into law now. He
pointed ouwt that it had taken many
1€ars to put through the constitutiona}

endment providing for the vopular
“tion  of senaturs, aithough the
Rtates were vitally Interested in That
matter, and sald that {t might he ex-
pected to taken even longer tq pu
through a constitutiona] amendment in
‘_rhif_-h the people of the District Wwere
;,ll:anfvrl*:nemteu. but in which the peo-

o e states w . 1y
sl ere nol 9 closely in-

He said his bili aiso » i

“oulc establ
in the Distric: an elecioral systle'n]:
through whiech the dalegates to nation-
'a_l conventions would be elected and
nrough which questions of great in-
lerest to the residents of the District
could be submitted for a referendum,

Could Be Effective Immediately.

"'This legisletion ran he made

. effec.

¢ immediately if Congress desires,”
Le matd, :
Benator Pomerene of Ohin, chairman
of the committee, asked if i would
not be possible for Cangress ro pro-

vide for a District delegate In the Sen-
ate a3 well as In the House, but Sena-
ter Polndexter replied that he belisved
the provisions of the Constitution
iating 1o the membership of the §
would not perinit of such action,
Henaior Poindester contended that 1; o
continuance of present  paliy
feal
rtatzs of the residents of the District
would be an osidious mAuence upo’
the politival morals of the country,”
rirece for o part of the Pesple of t';;.-
" .:_.-\--_v tu e gouvernced without thejr
peving any voice in the matter was
enlirely oppesed to the republican form
“f EGverpment

re-
eniate

the

Hopes for Early Senate Action.
“The people in the Tistrict
history behind
same hiood as
of the country,”
Toindextar “Yet We are Roverning
them without giving them any

enpOrtunity o participate directly or
Jqdireetly 1 their own governinent.”

have the
them and ure of
the peopic of
said

¥R
th:
Fest

tere

senator Phindexter suggested - that
Le provision for a District delegate
would Lave grear practical advantages
In the trangaction of tihe business of
|'||||El’ﬁ!ll =0 far as it reiated o legis-
iatiem for the District, A delegute
1 by the people of the bistrict,

. vould give the other members
NEIEAN i_nfl:-rf-'.;l'.(»"s zbout the
reeds ¢f the Listrict which :hey them-

selves could met obain vithoul great
lalwor,
lie said that in his opinion. whiie the

Dietrict delegate waould be inoL: a
vole in the House, yet the fact that he

a voice ir the deliberatinus of the

- would be of far inuvre conse-

{Continued on second page.)

tire |
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BORLAND SCHEME
UNDER HOUSE FIRE

Many Pointed Questions Ask-
ed of Plan to Increase Fed-
eral Clerks’ Hours.

REPRESENTATIVE BYRNS
TARGET FOR QUESTIONS

Admits No Hearing Was Held, and
That Employes Now Labor
Overtime Freely.

i The Borland added-hour pro-

| loor of the louse today by both
idemocrats and republicans.  Al-
though the skirmish was during
! general debate, it forecasts a bit-
ter struggle when the Borland

provision is reached under the
five-minute rule.
Opponents of the Borland

measure bobbed up in the House
in the most unexpected corners.
Chairman Byrns opened the gen-
eral debate on the legislative ap-
propriation bill, which is in his
charge, and which contains the
eight-hour provision. lle ex-
plained in general terms the fig-

he had not proceeded ten minutes
before men from all over the
House were firing questions at
him, endeavoring to get an an-
swer as to why the hours of gov-
ernment clerks should be length-
ened without compensation.

Chairman Byrns admitted that
the Borland rider had been made
{a part of the bill without previous
consideration, without hearing
and without investigation. He
said frankly that the government
clerks are not overpaid and that
many departments are now work-
ing overtime as it is. Represen-
tative Byrns opposed the Borland
rider in committee. but as chair-
man in charge of the bill he was
forced iuto the position of being
the champion of a cause in which
he has no real interest.

“Doges the bill provide for a reduction
in the number of clerks on account of the
Borland provision?” asked Representa-
tive Austin of Tennessee.

o

“Then it does not contain a reduction
of expenses?" continued Mr. Austin. *“Ir
adopted it does not mean the dropping of
a single clerk?"” i

“Not unless the House wants to drop
them,” =maid Representative Byrnes.

Representative Cox of Indiana, seeing
that Representative Byrnes was being
pressed closely, offered his help.

“There are 30,0000 clerks,” he said,
“and if they are required to work
eight hours a day they will do more
work and will enable the departments
to accomplish more without taking on
more employes."

Asked as to U. 8. Saving.

Further on in the debate Representa-
tive Austin said:

“The= cferks now work one-half an
hour more than they did a few years
ago. As the result of that increase
in the day's work has the government
savel ary money”™

*“I have not looked up the facts'™ said
Representative Byrnes.

Nepresentative Ragsdale of South
Carolina asked Representative Byrnes
if he thought it good business to in-
creage the hours of the government
clerk without discusiing the matter
‘\-.-i!h bureau chlefas and heads of de-
{ partments. Reprezeniative Hyrnes re-
| plted in zenerul that e did not helieve
i tight hours 5 day toc much, and Hep-
1 regentetive Hagsdale brought him back
:n the specific questlon agsain by ask-
ng:

“Would It not be wise to forego this
legislation until we c¢an consylt the
heads of the departments and then
bring in sach legislation on tnis sub-
ject as they advise?” It was asked,

Representative Bryrne replied
he Lad rer given it muey
tion.

*“S8hould not the headrs o the depart-
ments have control over the clerks
work and the thne of working?" con-
tinued Mr. Ragsdale, "They huve that
puwer and discretion 2t this time. Do
you think it wise to take this power
awar and make an arbitrery law cov-
'ering the situation?
| TPepresentative London of Niw York
| =aird that increasing ihe uours of labor
ng09! rot  increase Pfﬁrlu-r.<.\. 1If the
i houre of labor are prolonged for 30,000
:en:pln_\-‘ﬂs without rons=ultin= them, they

that
considera-

would be justified in resenting such
actien:
“ro not these clerie work overtime

now and do it cheerfyujl
resentatlve kHarrison
“They do”
Byrns.
Representative Birus
that no hearing has been held by the
commities 10 ascertain what are the
actual conditions of serviee in the de-
riMtenLs,
itepresentative Howard of Georgia
emphasized the fact by asking if, as a
matter of fact, the cruploves of the De-
partment of Justice do not work half
an hour looger than those in other de-

asked Rep-
< of Mississippi.
admitred Representative

alge admitted

partments

H tepresentative Hrins was  subject-
_F(‘ri to a running fire of quUesLEnNs 4as lo
P how thie committes, to use e words
| of one inguirer, “happened to slip this
| Bortand amendment through without

| any inveatigation
i Have Worked Overtime.

{  Hepresentstive Byrpns admitted there

' had veen o9 fearing. Also in re-
‘uu-msr to guestions from all over the
| House, he adinitted that since the out-
break of the Furopean war clerks in

nearly all the depariments have worked

overtime, which was looked upon by
many of the members a8 &0 Answer o
the occasional slur al govermment
clerks who do nort do their full duty.
Representative Ryrus also said that
1 his cpinion lhe clerk® are not over-
paid

Represeniative Reavis of Nebruska

sried to g2t Hepresentative Byrus to tell
him what was the motive of the Borland
amendment in (ke committee, but, in the
abgence of Representative Horland, Rep-
resentiative Byrns could not furnish
this information,

“Either we are overpaying the clerks
¢r we are tryving to economize,” said the
Nebraska man.

ures of the big supply bill. but|

PRESIDENT AWAITS
DATA FROM BERLIN

Discusses German Communi-
cation With Members of
the Cabinet.

NO CONCLUSION REACHED
' AFTER LONG DISCUSSION

Acceptability of Teuton Propositions.
as Qutlined by Envoy, Is Care-
i fully Avoided in Talk.

Tatest

| . . _
¢ Germany s commiunica-

idiscussed in  detail at today’s

cabinet meeting and at a separatc |

conference  between  President
Wilson and Secretary Lansing,
but no conclusion was reached.

ill was decided to await data on
the way from Berlin regarding
instructions alleged to have been
issued by the British admiraity to
merchant captains for attacks on
submarines.

Cabinet members carefully avoided
questions on whether Germany's posi-
tion as outlined hy Count von Berns-
torff in a note to Secretary Lansing
yvesterday was acceptable 1o the Ameri-
can government. It was sald that mere-
l¥ the facts were laid before the cab-

inet without any effort being made to

arrive at a decision, |

1t was reiterated, however, that the !
United States would continue to stand |
firmly behind its position that attacks
should nof be made on merchantmen !
unarmed or armed for defensive pur-/|
poses, and would hold Germauy an-i
countable if that position is not ob-
served. The chief danger was maid by
officials to lie in a possible attack on a
ship carrying Americans,

Refuses to Discuss Memorandum.

Secretary Lansing took with 10
the White House a pouch understood to
contain the f(German memorandum andi
other papers relating 1o the case. The |
Secretary said there was no Jjustification |
for statements purporting to give the
views of the State Department on the
situation. He refused to indicate whether
the situation appeared more favorable or |
less since the receipt of the German
memorandum. } )

It was indicated in well informed
quarters that the President would in-
gist on a strict interpretation of the
rules of international law as applying
to tsermany’'s new submarine warfare.

Information forwarded from Berlin
purporting to contain proof that the
Eritish admiralty had instructed cap-
tains of armed méerchant ships to at-
tack submarines had not arrived, Mr.
Lansing said. The delay was believed
to be due to conditions resulting from
the war.

him

Secretary Lansing’s Statement.

Secretary Lamsing tmiay Is‘ed the
following formal statement:

“in view of the publication this
morning of what purports to be the
view of the State Department on the
communication receiveid yvesterday from
the German amhassador I wish to say
that the contents of the communica-
tion have not been made public by
me, and that any statement as to the
views of the State Department on the

communication are absolutely unau-
thorized.
“l have made no comment and ex-

pressed no opinion in regard te the
matter.”

A statemenl pointing out that the
Stute Department had not made public
anything regarding the latest German
memorandum might be issued latese, Mr.
Lansing said.

Chairman Stone of the foreign rela-
tions commiliee expects to coufer with
Secretary lansing today to jearn the
exact status of the submarine issue for
the benefit of =enators in view of the
recent attempt to get legislative action
warning Americans against traveling
on armed merchantmen of belligerents.

Congress Is Reassured.
The nature of Cermany’'s reply, as
publighed today, seemed to have a re-

assuring effect in Congress. Chairman
Flood of the House [oreign affairs com-

mittee said the diplomatic situation
“geems tn bhe in a very satisfactory con-
dition.” -

What 1= conslderea by Secretary

Lansing as the all-important element
in the situation, as it now stands, 'H'i a
copy of the so-called British instruc-
tions to shipmasters to hunt for sub-.
marines, which have not arrived from
Berlin, where they were handed to Am-
passaacr Gerard. Pending their re-
ceipt and a subsequent decision re-
garding tme attitude of the United
States, the Stute Departmment is pre-)
pared to consider any overl act com- |
mitted by the Teutonic submarine com-
manders in the light of the facts.

The department, it was said, would
not act upon the case of an American
who sustained injuries aboard a vegssel
which it could be definitely established
carried guns for offensive purposes

It was indicated in Hritish diplos
matic cireles that the allegations of
Germany would be fatly denied. It
wiag sald that British masters had not
been instructed to hunt submarines,
that they had been told to avoid the
craft, and that only in event of a sub-
muarine approaching without warning
were the skippers authorized to use
their guns. .

The State Departiment is underatood
to feel that the possibllity.of difficul-
ties arising in the near future as a re-
sult of the new German and Aystrian
policy iz somewhat remote. Officials
believe that commanders of the under-
sea boats will take particular care not
{10 attack withoul warning armed mer-
chant vessels upon which there may be
Americans. A

'Two Italian Liners, Bearin"g
Guns for Their Own Defense,
Cleared From New York

Tie Italan liners Giuseppe Verdi and

San Guglielmo, at New York, with
mounted guns aboard., were ordered
cleared today, on - -assurances {rom the

Italinn government that thejr armament

)
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GERMANY READY TO LAUNCH
NEW SUBMARINE CAMPAIGN

Berlin Hopes Only That a Clash With thel:
United States May Not Be Pre-
cipitated at Once.

BERLIN, February 28, 4 p.m., via London, February 29, 12:10
p.m.—The Associated Press is informed by Germany’s leading states-
men that the new rule of submarine warfare, which was announced
in the German memorandum regarding the future treatment of armed
merchantmen, will positively be put in effect at midnight of tomor-

row, Tuesday, February 29.

Period of Warning nds.
Al that time the period of warning for

neutrals, giving them opporiunity to ad-
to travel on
For

vise their nationals not
armed merchantmen, will
several days there has been more than
a possibility that Germany at the la._ul
monent might make a proposal that she
would discontinue practices of reprisal

explre.

aml sink mo merchant ships—(reighters

or paseenger liners—without first halting

evidence attached to the f(German
memorandum in the form of appendices
which apparently were not contained
in the American embassy's cablegram
Eiving the tezt of the memorandum it-
self, and is being forwarded by mail.

Warning Not Expected.

It is not helieved that Americans will
be warned from traveling on armed
merchantmen or that adequate meas-
ures will be taken to see that arma-
ment is used only for defensive pur-
poses. German statesmen apparently
hope that by the exercise of & certain

the vessel for examination and puiting [Amount of circumspection matters may

the crew in a place of safety, as in the

old style of naval war, if the ailies would

remove armament from merchantmen. 1t

was thought England might accep: this
proposal or thal the United States and
other mneutrals would be convinced, if
England refused, that she had no Inten-
tion of discontinulng the use of arma-
ment for offensive purposes.

Changed by Stone Letter.

This might possibly have glven Fresi-
dent Wilson proof thal armament on
merchantmen was nol used purely for
defense, and thus enable Lthe President tu
reconcile the two conflicting viewpoints
regarding the impropriety of merchant-
men -€arrving armament and the impos-
sibility of the United States altering the

established law of natlons.

Publication of President Wilson's
ter to Senator Stone, however, appar-
ently convinced Germany's leading
stateamen that no assistance wus to
be expected from Washington in end-
ing the present anomalous situation
regarding rules of submarine warfare
and that it was uselcss to make pro-
posals the only result of which would
be to give England more time to re-
plenish her stores while a discussion
was in progress at Washington and
London. At least two of the highest
officials directly concerned appear Lo
be now convinced that Washington has
no desire to embarrass Great Britain
in the conduct of the war or to do any-
thing which might permit Germany to
use the submarine in warfare against
commerce.,

let-

Expect Sensational Opening.

Newspapers and the German public
generally are primed for a spectacular
opening of the new submarine cam-
paign. The reader of the average
newspaper article or contribution to
the papers by a nawval expert might
expect 1o find the columns of his news-
paper on Thursday too small to contain
full accounts of the merchantmen sunk
by Germany's hig fleet of submarines
on the firsi day of the campaign.

it may be doubted, however, whether
the campaign will set”/in with such
vigor, and it would be’ fo surprise if
some time passes without an incident
of such a character as to force the
United States to act on PPresident Wil-
son's declaration,

Such, at least, appears Lo be the hope
of the leading German statesmen. They
have little exgectstlon that Presldent
Wilson wilP change "his attituds, even
after the receipt of the justificatery

drift along for a time without conflict,
that Americans of their own accord

will aveid steamships belonging to
belligerents, and that in such incidenis
ag do eccur it may be possible for Ger-
lnany to prove that the ships In ques-
tion violated rules of warfare and acted
offensively.

Further than this their hopes do not
extend.

German View Is That Law
as to Arming of Vessels
Is Voided by Conditions

BERLIN, February 29, by wireless to
Sayville. N. Y.—"The legal isaue jm-
plied in the question of submarine war-
fare against armed merchantmen iR,
according to German opinion, to be con-
sidered in the light of the facts here
set forth,” says the
Agency.

“Armament of merchantmen was in-
troduced and sanctioned under interna-
tional law during the times when the
high seas were infested with privateers
and when, during time of war, ships
were furnished with letters of marque
in order to attack merchantmen of the
ENemy.

thwerseas News

“President Thomuas Jeferson exXpress-
Iy stated that the admission of armed
merchantmen under the same bonds as
non-armed peaceful trading ships was
based on the fact that they were

obliged to defend themselves
privateers. ool

Privateering Stamped Out.

“Privateering, however, has heen |
stamped out on the high seas for g
long time. Great Britain played a

prominent part in driving robbers from
the seas.’ The Paris declaration of 1856
abolished the institution of letters of
marque, thus Temoving every other
reason which had been given for the
arming of peaceful trading ships.
“Unaer the present circumstances,
therefure, the reasons on account of
which armed merchantmen were ad-
mitted on the same basis as peaceful
trading ships exist no longer. Fur-
thermore, it is a recognized principle
of international law that when the
reason for the existence of a law ceases
the law itself is abolished. In the
present case this means that the non-
admission of armed merchantmen does
not imply a ‘change of international
law, made by a one-sided declaration
of one or some few of the parties con-
cerned, but is =simply the application of

-

i
|
'

i

|gince, otherwise,

;'ﬂ‘n_n.uized principles of international
aw."”

Would Destroy All Ships.

Either Armed or Unarmed,
Carrying Food to England

BERLIN, TFebruary 28, via l.ondon,
Vehruary "% —fewrg  Repahard, in aé
leading article in the Vossische Zel-

tung, calls for the destruction of all

ships bound for England, whether
armed or not. He points to the seizure
by Portugal of German ships, which he

says probably will be used under the
Portuguese flag to carry foodstuffs io
England.

The writer fears also that many Ger-
mun ships now lying in South Ameri-
can harbors may eventually be em-
ploved for the same purpose, and asks:

Only Permissible Reprisal.

“Shall we then let these ships qui.etly
pase which as unarmed English mer-
chantmen cross the ocean? We shall
have to do so if we hold to the phantom
of torpedoing only armed merchant-
men and of sparing neutral ships in
all circumstances.”

Herr Bernhard thinks that war should
Le carried out not against certain

‘categories of British ships, but against

HBritish commerce on the seas. and de-
clares that the new submarine cam-
paign is the only permissible measure
of reprizal “ageinst England's breach
of international law.”

If this does not accompiish the ob-

| ject, which is to prevent the provision-

ing of England. he adds “a deaihblow
can be dealt England only if we di-
recl a request to all neutral states to
be kind enough to keep out of English
coastal walers for a specified time,
we cannot assume re-
sponsibility for their ship losses.”

The leading German statesmen, Herr
Bernhard continues, must soon deter-
ming whether to take this course, and
he adds: “it is not without risk. but
the greatest risk would bLe neglected
opportunity. Moreover, the risk per-
haps is smaller, since the American
UCongress shows signs of demanding
taat the decizion in international af-
falrs be taken from the President's
hands and placed in those of Congress.”

'FRENCH CRUISER SINKS

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

PARIS, February 28, via London,
February 2% 2:25 pm.—Th auxiliary
French cruiser La Provence was sunk
in the Mediterranean last Saturday, it
ways officially today. At
Malia 296 survivors have been landed.

Four hundred survivers were landed
at Milo. The ministry of marine esti-
mates the number of survivors at £70.

La Provence sank In the middle Medj-

announced

terranean.

La Provenve was one of the largest
and finest of the French line vessels.
Her gross tonnage was 13,753. She was
built at St. Nazaire in 1906, was 602
feet long, 635 feet beam and 38 feet deep.
She was requisitioned by the French
government for naval service at the
outbreak of the war.

'REVOLUTIONARY PLOT HINTED

Nicaraguan Agents Investigating

Alleged Activities in New Orleans.
NEW ORLEAXNS, February 29.—Secret
agents of Nicaragua today were said to
be investigating reports of an allegad
revolutionary plot being fomented in
New Orleans agalnst the government of
Nicaragua. the purpose of which was
said to prevent the ratification by the
Central American republic of the pro-
posed mnew fireaty with the United
States. According to the reports, a
clique of so-called “outs™ frefm Central

America now living inthis country and
who were alleged to have been jidenti-
fied with Latin American disturbances
in the past, are connected with the gl-
leged conspiracy. 7

The plot was =said Lo include an pffer
of $50,000 for promotion of the scheme
and for'the-assa=sination eof Adolfe
Diaz, president of Nicaragua.

DEFENSES OF VERDUN
UNDER TERRIFIC FIRE
OF BIG GERMAN GUNS

New Offensive Being Launched From
the East, Where Kaiser's Forces
Have Scored Gains.

Heavy Infantry Fighting in Woevre District Results in Cap-
ture By Germans of Manheulles and Other Villages.
French Press Counter Attacks.

in the extended line.

counter strokes.

scene.

The German drive at Verdun is now being exerted in greatest
force from the east, where the attacking armies have advanced
on the plain of the Woevre and reached the base of the heights
east of the Meuse at several points. g

Berlin today reported new advances in this region along a front
approximately twelve miles in length, stretching from Dieppe seven
miles northeast of Verdun and three miles due east of Douvaumont,
to Champlon, thirteen miles southeast of Verdun.

The heaviest infantry fighting of last night seems to have been
in the Woevre district, to the south of the fortress, where the Ger-
mans attacked and captured the village of Manheulles. The Erench
declare that in a counter attack they attained the western boundary
of the village, which they now hold under their fire.

GERMAN DRIVING POWER LESSENED.

The comparative lull that prevailed for some hours before the
renewal of the intense artillery fire reported today indicated that a
new phase of the battle might be developing. As a whole, the Ger-
man attack, while still continuing, has apparently less driving power,
while the pressure is being shifted from point to point. e

The possibility is indicated by military observers that the crown
prince’s armies are gathering their forces for a new and concentrated
attack at some selected point, and that the thrusts now being made
here and there are for the purpose oi picking out the weakest spot

NEED TIME TO SHIFT GUNS.

The Germans, it is noted, need time to emplace their heavy guns,
and possibly even now may have brought them up behind their ad-
vanced infantry lines closer to the fortress ior concentration on its
permanent defensive works.

Meanwhile the French are not idle, and are delivering vigorous
When attacked, their lines in the stronger posi-
tions they now occupy are holding firmer. E

Estimates of the number of Germans engaged in the great bat-
ile are considerably larger than the 300,000 men believed to have
been engaged in the initial operations. Some authorities now declare
that there are as many as 750,000 troops engaged in the fighting
on the German side, strong reinforcements having been sent to the
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2:35 p.m.—The
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is continuing with greater intensity.
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| _Germans Take Manheulles.
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Official French Statement.
The text of the official communica-
tton given out by the war office this

“ro the north of Verdun the bom-
pardment has continued with increased

east
Meuse last night there was a resump-
of the previous violent local at-
tacks, particularly in the vicinity of
the village of Douaumont, where the
to hand-and-hand en-
counters, resulting in the driving back

French in Counter Attack.

“In the ;Woevre district the Germans
were successful, after-an intense pre-
paratory artillery fire, in gaining pos-
of the village of Manheulles,
attack on our
part brought us back to the western
boundary of this village, which we now

“In Lorraine the enemy was success-
ful in penetrating several small sec-
‘tions of our advance trenches, but they
were almost immediately driven out of

“There i3 nothing to report from ths
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BERLIN,
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3:20 p.m.—Progress for the Germans

via London,

in their drive toward Verdun., in the
Woevre district, was announced by the
!“'ar office today. ;

The German troops have passed IZHT

eppe, Abaucourt and Blanzee, and also

|have taken Manhuelles and Champlon.

Armored Work Captured.
The war office also announced that
|a gmall armored work northwest of
Douaumont has been stormed by the
Germans.

The official announcement gives the
total number of unwounded prisoners
taken as 16,575. There have been cap-
tured also seventy-eight cannon amnd
eighty-six machine guns.

As Viewed by Berlin.

The text of today's official statement
follows:

“Very strong artillery activity - h!a
continued al several points.

“East of the Meuse we stormed a
small armored work directly northwest
of the village of Douaumont. Repeat-
ed enemy attacks in this region were
slopped at the very outlset.

“In the Woevre, troops have
phssel Dieppe, Abbaucourt and Blanzee.

our

They have cleared the extensive wood-
ed region northeast of Watronville and
Heudiemont. and have taken in their
heroic advance Manheullen and alse
Champlon.

Many Prisoners Taken.

“U'p till last night we counted umw
wounded prisoners, 228 oMeers i.nd. 18.-
6575 men, and further séventy-eight
cannon, seven of these heavy and of
the most. modern kind, and eighty-six
machine guns, while uncounted war
material is reported as booty.

“At the forester's house at Thiaville,
northeast of Babonviller, the project-
ing portion of a French positien wus

atticked and taken. A large number
of prisoners remained in our hands.”

} -



